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Minutes of an extra-ordinary meeting of Burghclere Parish Council held on 

 16th July 2019 at 6.00pm at the Portal Hall 
 

Present: Cllrs C James (Vice Chair), R Carrow, G Morton, R Butler, S Whiting, B 

Canning  

Borough Cllr Izett, S Jones (Clerk). 

   

 

1. Apologies 

There were no apologies as all Cllrs were present.  

 

2. Declaration of members’ interests for this meeting 

There were no declarations of members interests.   

 

3. Finances – Club Room Project 

Cllr James had circulated the financial details on 5th July, which have been reviewed 

by all Cllrs. Cllr Canning raised several concerns relating to the quote and whether all 

costs have been included. Cllr James clarified the issues.  

 

Cllr Whiting expressed concern at how the proposed project was going to use most of 

the reserves in Parish Council accounts. Once VAT has been re-paid however, the funds 

should be able to be put into reserve again. 

 

Cllr James proposed that £2500 is drawn down from the building society account to 

help towards the costs involved in the new access to the Club Room. Cllrs proposed 

this amount be increased to £3600 to cover all the costs for the improved access as it 

falls within the remit of what the monies can be used for.  

All Cllrs were agreed. 

 

Cllr James proposed that the £6432.30 from the Parish Council Reserve Account be 

used to pay for works until the VAT element is re-claimed.  

All Cllrs were agreed. 

 

Cllr James asked for confirmation that he can instruct works to being as soon as the 

pre-school finishes.   

All Cllrs were agreed. 

 

Cllr Carrow thanked Cllr James for all his work on this project. It was agreed that going 

forward, in accordance with best practice, 2 Cllrs should be assigned to each project. 

 

4. Planning  –  Proposed residential development with open space on Land 

                            at Harts Lane, Burghclere. 

 

Borough Cllr Izett advised that a pre-application from Falcon Development Ltd relating 

to Site B has been sent into BDBC.  Some residents in Burghclere village have been 

advised by leaflet circulated by Falcon Developments of a public meeting on Thursday 

18 July between 6.30 & 8.30 pm.  It was understood that a pre-application already 

submitted to BDBC could be for up to 50 dwellings on the site to the South East of 

Harts Lane.  
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Cllr Izett advised that boroughs are under pressure from Central Government to provide 

housing and have had quite robust targets set. He noted that BDBC had lost its 5-year 

land supply and until regained, this allowed developers to submit applications under 

the ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’.   

 

Cllr Canning asked if this was in addition to Site A, which is the preferred site for the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Carrow noted that the pre-application was not part of the 

neighbourhood plan nor was it a Steering Group matter.  It was a separate planning 

issue from Site A and therefore for Parish Council consideration.  He pointed out that 

Site B had not been favoured by residents who attended the open events last December 

to consider potential neighbourhood plan sites. 

 

Cllr Izett advised the pre-application is in the planning domain and once it is finalised, 

the process of the full application will begin.  

 

Cllr Carrow explained that a neighbourhood plan gives a level of ‘protection’ in respect 

of planning decisions, even with the loss of the 5-year land supply. This was reinforced 

by the fact that that other landowners whose land is adjacent to the settlement policy 

boundary could also submit planning applications under the same ‘presumption’; this 

had led to the developments at Woolton Hill and Ashford Hill.  He added that protection 

was only granted to those parishes whose plan allocated land, as Burghclere’s plan does 

for Site A, consequently the Steering Group had decided to continue their work at best 

speed.  He concluded by saying that Falcon’s proposal and the neighbourhood plan 

could appear to be linked, but were not, and that this would look to some like over-

development.  Cllr Izett confirmed that Falcon’s planning application, once submitted, 

still had to go through BDBC’s planning process, in which the Parish Council would 

be formally consulted in the normal way. 

 

Cllrs discussed the relevant merits and drawbacks of Site B without reaching 

agreement.  Cllr Izett asked that he be informed once the Council had taken a view in 

order to represent it during BDBC business. 

 

Cllrs discussed attending the meeting and may canvass opinion of residents as they 

leave to gain their feelings about the proposal.  Cllr Carrow reminded colleagues that 

the Lines to Take already circulated in respect of Falcon’s proposal and the 

neighbourhood plan still stood and could be drawn on if required. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.30pm. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Monday 2nd September 2019.  

 

 

Chairman ____________________________   Date _________________________  


